"'“—-

v~ .
Vi “w -

U\

>

- — —

ence_

Fritz Ridenour

Taken from So What’s The Difference

itz Ridenour

-’ » - " a
—

-

g - -of-christianit


http://constitutionclub.org/2011/09/14/answering-a-critic-of-christianity-and-god/
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Definitions
Biblical

* There are many churches,
denominations and groups, all
of which have beliefs or
interpretations of Scripture
they prefer to emphasize



http://www.boomerinthepew.com/2010/07/the-prophet-amos-the-coming-destruction-of-israel-and-the-plumb-line-of-god.html

* But there are basic
biblical doctrines that
center on this plain and
simple teaching:

e Christ died for our sins
according to the
Scriptures...he was
buried...he was raised
on the third da
accorc



http://www.boomerinthepew.com/2010/07/the-prophet-amos-the-coming-destruction-of-israel-and-the-plumb-line-of-god.html

e These verses serve as a

plumb line for measuring
the difference between

biblical Christianity and
other faiths.



http://www.boomerinthepew.com/2010/07/the-prophet-amos-the-coming-destruction-of-israel-and-the-plumb-line-of-god.html

Plum Line

* Amos 7:8 states, “Look, | am
setting a plumb line among my
people.”

 God will measure our beliefs
by His standards, His Word,
and no other.

* We will use God’s Word as a

plumb line used In this study to
define the differences between
the baS|c truths 0



http://www.earthend-newbeginning.com/wholesale-christian-bibles/157-gently-used-christian-bibles/

* We will explore the
teachings of the Bible on
these key points, all
contained In capsule form
iIn 1 Cor. 15:3,4: [ ]

* “The person and work
of Christ-who He is and
what He did for us.”
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* “Mankind’s major
problem-all of us are
sinners in rebellion
against God and in need
of a Savior.”

* “The truth and reliability
of the Bible-divine
inspiration of Script

7
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CHIRST DIED
* "By definition the

backbone of Christianity Is
Christ. There are two key
ISSUes concerning Jesus
Christ: who He Is and
what He did.”

* “‘Who is He? Only a
man? God disguised as
a man? Or was He

someone uniquely
different?

* “What did
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Question One-Was Jesus

reallx God, or was He a great

%ﬁatC’P er and nothing more than
at”

» John 1:1-Jesus refers to Christ
as the Word-"in the beginning
(arche-before there was any
beginning whatsoever, the
word had been) was the
Word...and the Word was with
God and the Word was God.

« John 1:14-"the Word (God)
became flesh and made his
dwelling among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of

One and only, f
truth.”




John 10:30-" and the
Father are one.” [One-
*heis-One and the same]

John 14:9-Jesus tells his |
disciples that because

tqeal had seen Him the
had seen the Father. |

John 8:58-| tell you the pe ,
truth, before Abraham was SRR —————
born, | am!” [*ego eimi-| —
have always been] This
was referencing Exodus
3:14 when God said to
Moses, “This is what

S

. .




» Jesus told his disciples that if
they knew him, they would
know the Father as well.

« John 14:5-9 and 20:24-29-
“Anyone who has seen me has
seen the Father.” [ ]



http://hemarao.wordpress.com/2011/09/12/experiencing-god/

In summary: If Jesus
Christ was not who He

claimed to be (God), but
only a man, then
Christianity Is a fraud and
Jesus would have to be a
liar or a lunatic. As C.S.
Lewis said, “He leaves us
no other alternative. He did
not intend to.”
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Question Two-Did Jesus’

virgin birth actually happen?




e Yes-Grudem writes, “God,
In His wisdom, ordained a
combination of human
and divine influence In
the birth of Christ, so that
His full humanity would
be evident to us from the
fact of His ordinary human
birth from a human
mother, and His full deity
would be evident from the

fact of His conception Ir




Question Three-Does the

Trinity make three gods? ONE GOD
THREE

» Deuteronomy 6:4 states, “The PERSONS
LORD our God, the LORD is
one.” The Old Testament uses
the plural form Elohim for the
word “God” 2,346 times.




» Most religions reduce
Christ to a created being
who is “second-in- O ace
command” at best or just PERSONS
another teacher on the
same par with Buddha,
Krishna or Moses.

* See references In
guestion one | ]

* The Great Commission-
Matthew 28:19 “baptizing
them In the name of the
Father and of the Son and e
of the Holy Spirit.”




Question Four-Did Christ actually
rise from the dead?

* “If the Christian’s hope is in a dead /
Christ who was martyred because .
He threatened the existing Ry
religious establishment, then the
Christian is in the same boat with
the Muslim, the Buddhist and the
follower of Confucius. Mohammec

Is dead. Buddha is ¢




* How does one explain the
total change of Jesus’ /
followers after they found o/
the empty tomb?

 How did 3,000 devout
Jews turn from 1400
years of Judaism anc
accept Christ i

St-Takla.org



1st Corinthians 15:3-6

3 For | handed down to you as of first importance
what | also received, that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was
buried, and that He was raised on the third day
according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 After that
He appeared to more than five hundred brothers
and sisters at one time, most of whom remain until
now, but some have fallen asleep...




CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS

Question Five-Are we all good, all

bad or In between?




* “The Bible teaches that all
human beings are born
with a crucial flaw In their
natures, and that flaw Is
sin.” In Ephesians 2:1
Paul tells us, “You were
dead in your
transgressions and sins.”
Paul states, “Sin entered
the world through one

man, and death throuc

sin, and In thi

Mt
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 Adam’s act of rebellion
plunged all of us into sin,
but Christ’'s act of
obedience made it
possible for us to be made
righteous (see Rom. 5:17-
21). ]







* [n our culture it has
become generally
accepted that truth and
morals are relative, that
there are no objective or
absolute truths and
morals.

* Without an absolute
measuring stic
ri




» Paul states that through

nature and the very world

around them, they neither -
glorified God nor thanked -
Him and instead plunged '
Into idolatry-serving
created things rather than ,
their creator. S e

1 John 1:8 “if we
to be withc

g




Question Seven-How could
Jesus Christ die for everyone’s
sins? Isn’t every person

responsible for his own sins?




* Many religions and cults
admit the problem of sin,
but their answer Is to seek
salvation from sin through
good works or by
keeping rules and laws.

* The Christian’s Bible
teaches that Jesus Christ
redeemed us from sin by
dying on the cross (Rom.

3:23,24). [ ]

------
.




* Romans 3:25 states, “God
presented Him (Christ) as
a sacrifice of atonement,
through faith in his blood.”

e Since Christ is God, no
one less than God could
make payment for the
sins of everyone.




* We are saved by grace-
“For it is by grace you
have been saved, through
faith-and this not from
yourselves, it Is the gift of

God-not by works, so that

no one can boast” (Eph.

2:8,9)




* Many people have
difficulty accepting the
concept that they cannot
earn God’s favor. Deep
down, they believe they
can earn salvation by

being “good enough.”




CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS
ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES

Question Eight-Is the Bible

actually “inspired by God™? Why
IS the Bible supposed to be
superior to other books?

https://www.newtestamentchristians.com/vi



« 2 Timothy 3:16-"All
Scripture Is given by
inspiration of God”

https://www.newtestamentchristians.com/video-bible-studies/about-jesus-and-his-church/why-are-there-so-many-
churches/chart-why-are-there-so-many-churches/




Question Nine-What kind of

proof can Christians offer for
the Bible’s inspiration and
accuracy?




 Historical and scientific

 The Old Testament
contains over 300
references to the Messiah " g | bosdientinlh
that were fulfilled in Jesus | TN
Christ. Fulfilling 8
prophecies would be
equal to 1017 [




* Archaeological
evidence-names of
people, places and dates.

* The Bible was written by
40 authors over a period
of 1,600 years. All writers

have a common




Question Ten-How was the

canon formed?




* In the Early Church,
apostolic authorship (or
at least close association
with a recognized apostle)
was one of the chief
criteria for deciding what
books should be included
In the New Testament
canon (“group of
authoritati




IS BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY RIGHT?

* In order to make intelligent
comparisons with other
faiths, Christians must know
what their own faith
teaches-what their own
Bible says.

* These teachings are not to
be revised, watered down or
“demythologized.”

+ End---




1st Corinthians 15:3-4

3 For | handed down to you as of first importance what |
also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He was
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures... [ ]




John 14:9

9 Jesus said to him, "Have | been with you for so long a
time, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? The
one who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you
say, ‘Show us the Father'? [ |




John 20:24-29

24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, who was called
Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the
other disciples were saying to him, “WWe have seen the
Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless | see in His hands the
iImprint of the nalils, and put my finger into the place of the
nails, and put my hand into His side, | will not believe.”

26 Eight days later His disciples were again inside, and
Thomas was with them. Jesus *came, the doors having
been shut, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be to
you.”

Over---




27 Then He *said to Thomas, “Place your finger here, and
see My hands; and take your hand and put it into My side;
and do not continue in disbelief, but be a believer.” 28
Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!”
[Theos-name of the true God] 29 Jesus *said to him,
“Because you have seen Me, have you now believed?
Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.” [ ]

Spiros Zodhiates, TH.D., The Complete Wordstudy Dictionary New Testament Zodhiates-260



Romans 5:17-21

17 For if by the offense of the one, death reigned through
the one, much more will those who receive the abundance
of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through
the One, Jesus Christ.

18 So then, as through one offense the result was

condemnation to all mankind, so also through one act of
righteousness the result was justification of life to all
mankind.

Over---




19 For as through the one man’s disobedience the many
were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the
One the many will be made righteous. 20 The Law came
In so that the offense would increase; but where sin
iIncreased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin
reigned Iin death, so also grace would reign through

righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord. [ ]




Romans 3:23-24

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
24being justified as a gift by His grace through the
redemption which is in Christ Jesus... [ ]




1 Corinthians 15:3-4

Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures...he was
buried...he was raised on the third day according to the

Scriptures. [ ]




Romans 1:18-20

18 For the wrath of God Is revealed from heaven against
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of people who
suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because that
which is known about God is evident within them; for God
made It evident to them. 20 For since the creation of the
world His invisible attributes, that Is, His eternal power and
divine nature, have been clearly perceived, being
understood by what has been made, so that they are

without excuse. [ |
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