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Introduction (Ryrie) 

 
• Zephaniah means “the Lord Hides.” 

• Zephaniah’s long genealogy given in 1:1 shows his nobility. 

• Zephaniah prophesied prior to and during the time of “good” King Josiah in 621 

B.C. 

• Josiah ended the last of Godly kings in Judah (2 Chronicles 34:3). 
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• Judah lost the Law of God prior to King Josiah.  
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• After finding and reading the Law, King Josiah ordered the people to destroy all 

symbols and acts of idolatry (2 Chronicles 34:14). 

• Judgment is the key theme in Zephaniah. 

 

• Zephaniah refers to the “Day of the Lord,” which can mean: 

o Imminent judgment during a contemporary time 

o Imminent judgment during a near or distant future 

o Eschatological Judgment during the End Times. 

• The immediate and final judgment that occurred was the destruction of 

Jerusalem by King Nebuchadnezzar (586 B.C.). 

• Zephaniah ends with a glorious description of the Millennium. 

 

Chapters 1-3:8-Judgments 
 

• Zephaniah prophesied during the time of Jeremiah and Habakkuk. 

 

 
https://www.pinterest.com.mx/pin/406027722635672269/ 

https://www.pinterest.com.mx/pin/406027722635672269/


• These prophets told of Jerusalem’s destruction (1:4, 7, 12, and 14). 

• Judah sinned without shame (2:1-3). 

• Zephaniah prophesied against: 

o Philistia (2:4-7) 

o Moab and Ammon (sons of Lot) 2:8-11 

o Ethiopia (2:12) 

o Assyria (2:13-15) 

o Jerusalem (3:1-7) 

o God’s judgment will fall upon all these nations by the end of the Great 

Tribulation. (3:8). 
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Chapter 3:9-20-Prophecies of Blessings toward Israel 

 
• Zephaniah tells of Israel’s future blessings during the Millennium. 

• During the Millennium, those living in Jerusalem will feel no shame. They will live 

righteously (3:11). 

• “In that day” refers to the millennial period (3:16). 

• “At that time” also refers to the millennial period (3:20). 

 

 

 

Summary 

 
• Israel had moved far from God. 

• Israel showed no shame for their sinful behavior. 

• Sin mirrors a slow-growing disease. It weakens and destroys without warning. 

• Sin will slowly destroy our relationship with God.  

• Ask God each day for cleansing and guidance to keep a close relationship with 

Him. 

 

  



Lesson Nine 

1. The book of Zephaniah refers to the Day of the Lord. 

A. Explain the three aspects of the Day of the Lord. 

B. Can you give examples in the Bible that characterized the Day of the Lord? 

C. Might we see signs today concerning the Day of the Lord? Explain. 

 

2. List the Countries that Zephaniah prophesied against. 

A. Was Zephaniah’s life in danger when he prophesied against these powerful 

countries? 

B. What gave Zephaniah the courage to prophesy? 

C. What lesson might we learn from Zephaniah?  

 

3. Even though God destined Judah for destruction, He still gave them encouragement 

about the future. 

A. Explain Judah’s spiritual condition during Zephaniah’s lifetime? 

B. Was it hard for Zephaniah to bring judgment upon Judah? 

C. Have you ever found it difficult to preach God’s word? Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


